B
e %
Lo
=52 &
S = O %\%mv M T >
+— Y O < X == (7] o D C
N LT:esgee 1% = o
o0 g O X -
202 .5 2w 585 >
> o5e%se5 £ 8 5 9 o ¢
ZSE232e £« S<= @ 2
i s © > < )]
) >35use=8 - ¢ =<5 %
~ C od2N=z o [
_I EETE8¢E W m S 04
o m =3¢ > & -
N=2 ¢
X £ ¢
1S9\ O_D‘_@_\/_ ................................ 1019841 uoIepuNoH >®_w®\</
aaume \A_QC< ........................... SBUISIUIA UINOA JO J1019a11q
E_OS_U\Am U@..—H_ ............................................................ CG_UOHW—:_O
Jawjeg uog .:.........:.........Low_>._wQ3m |elpoisn)/adueuslulielpn
hw__wo mw_l_ ............................................................... \Am_a ®>_HU<
F._U.:> on_l_ ...................................................................... >.hmw‘_32
V_QgO_W E>O_H_ ........................ ‘_Ouow..__o .:OSO >.=mju—ocmw
Jaweg Apues 10108410 J10YyD [|]9qpueH
ng_mm >_U—.=mw ...................................... Hw_Cm@.\_o
cs86b 1N ‘SwonbIEl ZINUIS BISIG w--rreveerresseessemsesssss s ssseseee Jounseal |
eOT# LINYTd JIOGUIET BIPUES: -+ -+ -+ -rereeer e oo JURISISSY SATEASIUILIDY
%ﬂww_uﬂmj KOOI DRGIG -+-rrr+++eeereees s sssnssssssssens s Joiseq
‘610 10Id-UON 1SIAOHLI\ a3LINN LSHiH d44VI1S HOdNHD

20



From Pastor Steve's Desk.....

Happy New Year!

Hopefully you have not already broken your New Years Resolution
already (if you have made one). | have always found that keeping
resolutions is hard, because January becomes such a ho hum
month. We have finished the excitement of Christmas, and the
celebration of a New Year, so now what? January seems the
perfect time to get back to “normal” whatever normal may be. We
fall back in to old routines after having made adjustments in our
schedule for shopping, parties, concerts and the like. So it
becomes very easy for us to loose our resolve, to loose our focus
on the change we want to make in our lives, of starting over new.

The good news is that because of what we have just celebrated,
the coming of Christ into the world, we know that God is with us.
God decided to start over new by sending us God’s own Son into
the world, so that we may start over new. We neither need New
Years Day, nor any other holiday to mark the occasion. Through
the grace of Jesus Christ we can always start over new. When we
fall short, we have others in the church who can help us up, remind
us that we are called together by God’s grace, and can support us
as we seek to make changes in our live.

Perhaps the one change we all can make is to remind one another
that we are bound together, despite our differences, by the love of
God found in the grace offered to us in Jesus Christ.

Peace and Prayers

Rev. Steve
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Peace on Earth

JANUARY SERMON SCHEDULE

JANUARY 6
Lections:
Gospel:

JANUARY 13
Lections:
Gospel:

JANUARY 20
Lections:

Gospel:

JANUARY 27
Lections:

Gospel:

Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Second Sunday after Epiphany
Human Relations Day

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11;
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

John 1:29-42

Third Sunday After Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9;
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

inter



OFFICE CLOSED

The office will be closed in the afternoon Friday,
December 21 through Tuesday, January 1,
2008 for the holidays. The office will re-open on
Wednesday, January 2, 2008.

The office will also be closed on Monday, January 21 in honor
of Martin Luther King day.

CALENDAR REQUESTS

PLEASE remember to call or email Sandra in the church office
BEFORE scheduling any event or meeting in the church. She
will be able to check availability and put your event on the
calendar. It is a blessing that so many groups use our facility
from the church and community. We want to ensure we do not
overlap or have any room conflicts. Thank you for helping make
this a smooth process. (225-1344 or fumc@chartermi.net)

THANK YOU

All FUMC staff would like to “THANK YOU?” for your
generosity in giving Christmas gifts to the pastor and
staff this season. We hope everyone had a
wonderful holiday. God Bless!

November Contributions $ 14,566.29 YTD $185,279.23

November Other Income $  985.00 $ 7971.24
Total $ 15,551.29 $193,250.47
November Budget $18,900.92 $208,009.06

$ -3,349.63 $ -14,758.59

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(closed for lunch 12-1)

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
(closed in the afternoon)

TREASURER’S SCHEDULE
Monday & Wednesday mornings
Susie’s email: fumctreasurer@charterinternet.com

First's Epistle is a
Monthly publication of:
THE FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
111 E. Ridge Street,
Marquette, Michigan 49855
Telephone: 906-225-1344
Fax: 906-225-8019
Church e-mail: fumc@chartermi.net
Treasurer email: fumctreasurer@charterinternet.cpm

Editor: Sandra Lambert
17
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The Higher Education Work Area focuses on keeping in touch
with our members who have graduated from high school,
whether they are pursuing higher education or a career,
whether they stay in this area or seek new horizons. Usually
there are two mailings per semester. A treat for a study break
is included in the mailing. In recent years, we have invited
members of the parish to write individual messages on cards.

Because attendance was poor at previous informal
get-togethers, the committee has been hosting a social hour
during the Christmas season, in honor of our young adult
members.

We also support Wesley House activities and NMU students
who sign our ritual of friendship. A donation is made for
special meals at Wesley House. Cookies (or other deserts) are
delivered once a semester to Wesley House and to NMU
students. Occasionally one or more committee members
have prepared and/or shared a meal and fellowship at Wesley
House. Exam Stress Bags are also delivered. These include
snacks such as popcorn, cocoa mixes, tea, coffee, fruit and
candy. Small stress relieving toys like balloons, paper
airplanes and silly putty are also included. For some reason,
they also enjoy snapping bubble wrap! Committee members
donate most of these items.

Each Spring, the Committee hosts a breakfast for our High
School Graduates and their families.

We stand ready to assist any student with a problem.

The committee has not had any regular meetings this past year
with the death of long-time member Elmer Schacht, and the
resignation of the chairperson in August. Current members
include Lesley Addison, Tami Bott, Fred Margrif, Patty Martin,
Sandy McCowen, and Mary Schmeling. We encourage
anyone interested in helping our young adults maintain contact
with the church and Christian fellowship, to contact a
committee member or Rev. Margie West at Wesley House.

0 ~N o
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Anja Koski

Patty Martin
Peter Anderson
Richard DeMerse
Dianne Huetter
Darcy Rutkowski
George Gross
Judy Warner
Beth Gruber

Ivy Misna

David Brown
Terry Johnson

Cheryl Lewis-Strong

Kyle Lane
Kathy Cox
Natalie Zappa
Gabe Appelton
Ben Hakola
Grace Johnson
Kathy Lampman
Grant Salmi
Lori Appleton
Kent Koehn
Debra Swentik
Jimmy Hardy
James Lampman
Andrea Olson
Ruth Bishop
Troy Lane
Candy Miller
Chris Ohnmeiss
Bruce Olson
Steve Swentik
Bob Stone

Bea West
Amanda Olsen
Sarah Heyd
Erin Morgan
Megan Ritter
Joe Martin
Chelsea Striler
Emily Pyle
Renea Hoerner
Mark Slade
Gary Dionne
Tom Solka
Ricky Weycker

JANUARY
ANNIVESARIES

1 Daric & Glenda Christian
(15 years)

2 David & Mary Ritter
(26 years)

20 James & Susan Morgan
(7 years)

29 Tom & Sharon Rice
(31 years)

Comfort to the family of
Dale Bocklund who
passed away on

November 21, 2007

Comfort to the family of
Dorothy Clement who
passed away on

November 24, 2007



JOEL IS COMING...

In the next couple of months you may be hearing about a new
group that is meeting within our church. Its name is the Joel
Team. The name and the primary task of the team is based on
Chapter 2: 28 “...your sons and your daughters shall prophecy,
your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall
see visions.”

It will be the focus of the Joel Team to lead the congregation in
defining the mission from which we will live out ministry. As the
team gathers we will dream dreams and share visions about
where God is calling us to be.

Look for future updates on the Joel Team in future newsletters
and in the bulletin and be sure to help in sharing the vision and
dreaming the dream of where and who God is calling us to be.

NEW FLOWER CHART 2008

The 2008 flower chart has now been posted in the
upper narthex. Please PRINT your name, phone
number, and the message you want in the bulletin
(ex. In memory of, in celebration of, etc). Then
check off whether you would like fresh flowers (you
will be billed $20 by Lutey’s Flower) OR donation in
lieu of fresh flowers (artificial flowers will be placed on the altar.
Please place your donation in the offering plate or mail the
church office designating it “flower fund”). We ask that only
one family/person can sign up per Sunday.

MEN'S BREAKFAST

The United Methodist Men’s group will hold their
men’s breakfast Sunday, January 6 at 7:30 AM in
the social room. To learn more about the UMM or
breakfast, please contact Bob Ross at 376-8086.

SOUND SYSTEM CHILDREN'’S TIME

6— 9:00 AM- Bob Ross —6 Don Balmer
13-9:00 AM- Joe Martin 13- atky Foulks
20-9:00 AM- Jeff Marlowe 20- TaBott
27-9:00 AM- Paul Martin 27- aik McCowen
POWERPOINT
6- 9:00AM- Amanda Virch

11:15AM- Jeff Marlowe
13- 9:00AM- Amanda Olsen

11:15AM- Maria Virch
20- 9:00AM- Kyle Ekstrum

11:15AM- Joe Martin
27- 9:00AM- Norma Matteson

11:15AM- Janet Ekstrum

NURSERY & ACOLYTES -no schedule at time of print

From the Finance Chair

As we enter the New Year, it is a time to reflect personally and as
a church on the past year and to look forward to what 2008 may
hold for us. It is with a heart of gratitude that | thank God for all He
has done both in my personal life and in our church family. The
New Year holds great promise to see us move forward on the path
to becoming the church that God would have us to be. The
stewardship campaign proved to be very successful with an
increased number of people pledging to support the ministries of
our church. This is a great starting point and although there will
still be difficulties along the way, with God'’s strength we will
prevail. May God bless each and every one of you as we enter
the New Year.

Blessings in Christ, Suzi Clarke

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, dall in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Fatherough him.”
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Please note that this is only as accurate as tbhemation in the church

office. If you switch your time with someone elpéease be sure to let
Sandra know in the office. If you see areas that would like to help

with, please call the church office (225-1344).

by Bobbie Clift, Parish Nurse

biclift@charter.nebr 249-5210 or 361-2234

USHERS
6-  9:00AM- \ et
11:15AM- PEN (o ueP
) oo
13- 9:00AM- PRI
- e 99 et
11:15AM- 01052 * et
20- 9:00AM-
11:15AM-
27- 9:00AM-
11:15AM-
FELLOWSHIP FLOWER CHART
6- Nancy & Dick Lutey 6-OPEN

13- Judy Collins, Jimmy Hardy 13-OPEN
20- Zane Bard & George Pennell 20-OPEN

27- Rosemary & Bill Michelin 27-OPEN
LITURGISTS
6- 9:00AM- Jamie Dunn
11:15AM- Gail Koski
13- 9:00AM- Sue Morgan
11:15AM- Joe Martin
20- 9:00AM- Jim Matteson
11:15AM- Jeff Marlowe
27- 9:00AM- Shane Salmi
11:15AM- Bobbie Clift

SANTUARY PREP — OPEN
DUPRAS MEMORIAL — Sunday School, Kelly Ross

COMMUNITY MEAL TEAM CAPTAIN-  Barb LaCasse
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My plan for this month was to continue the series on “Living a
Healthy Life with Chronic Conditions”. However, | am going to
postpone that until February, in order to tell you about a Fitness
Opportunity beginning January 7, 2008 for the residents of the
Upper Peninsula.

The program is entitled FitUp! and offers everyone a chance to
win a dime for every mile they walk, every fruit or vegetable they
eat, or every fitness event they participate in during the 8 month
campaign. Enrollmentin the campaign is FREE! Go to the
www.FitUp.org website to register and obtain complete details.

“FitUp” is provided by the Marquette Active Living Task Force and
the Wellness Council of the Upper Peninsula and is divided into 4
stages. The first stage begins Jan. 7 and ends March 1.
Activities that qualify for points include walking, running, cycling,
rowing, stair climbing, swimming, skating, aerobics on cardio
equipment, or strength training, etc. Fruit/vegetable intake earns
points according to the serving size and is outlined on the
web-site along with an Activity Log for personal record keeping.

Your HEALTH IS HOLY and as much fun as it is to earn money,
the REAL PRIZE is GREAT HEALTH. Sign up and become FIT.

In John 10:10 Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.”




BIRTHDAY BASH
Sunday, January 20, 2008
12:30 PM - Social Room

5 ~ . \
@ Mission Trip Fundraiser

Tickets: $5.00 (children under 5 free)

It is a new name in a New Year....... formerly called the
FUMC ALL CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY.
It is not too late to get involved

It is coming up fast but that is the idea; plan hard and fast for a
short period of time and then celebrate with food, fun,
fellowship, and funds. Those who missed it last year will want
to be sure and join others born in your month at the "creatively
and innovatively" decorated theme table for your birth month.
We have a great team of planners and still a few spots for
those who might want to help with a table, help Patty Martin
with meal preparations, or chair ticket sales.

We are taking suggestions made after last year's event and
implementing them this year; like having it in January, having
the kids/adults games first while everyone gathers, and having
a P.A. system in place. There will be a little appetizer so you
don't get too hungry. We will not have an "overflow" table as
such, but seat everyone still within their month at extra tables.

The first and only large committee meeting will be a
January 5, Saturday morning brunch at 10:00 a.m. at  Carol
Margrif's home 128 Timberlane . At least one member (all can
come) from each of the following teams needs to be present.
The 3 worker table teams are listed below with team leader
first: ( At newsletter deadline, there were still a few others not
committed so it is possible that a couple teams will change
composition.)

January - Darcy Rutkowski, Carol Johnston,
February - Barb Jamros

March - Pat Gruber, Mary and Leslie Schmeling
April - Lorna Addison, Sandy and Alanna Mc Cowen

(continued on page 9)

(continued from page 12)

On the third Tuesday of each month (September through
April), from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., we have continuing education
for our Stephen Ministers on a variety of topics, and we
welcome any who would like to attend. We often have
resource persons from the community speaking on topics of
wide concern, so watch your bulletins and come to any
which might interest you.

We are actively seeking men and women to be part of a
Stephen Ministry training class, which we hope to begin
early in 2008. If this caring, one on one ministry is
something you would consider, please contact the church
office for referral to one of our Stephen Leaders. Stephen
Ministry training benefits the trainee for the rest of his or her
life, besides providing needed ministry to folks in need in
our congregation and beyond.

Love Comes knocking...

Sometimes love comes knocking at the door;

Not to judge, but just to be there through the thin times;
Not to heal, but to allow God to heal;

Not to be the answer, but to be a conduit;

Not to have the words, when God fills the silent room;
Sometimes love comes through and from a Stephen
Minister.

Are you being called?

13
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Stephen Ministry: 2007 Report & A Plea

Stephen Ministry is a program of one-on-one

Christian caring by trained Stephen Ministers to

persons in our congregation and beyond who are

experiencing a life crisis and who need someone to listen
confidentially and non-judgmentally. In a nutshell, a Stephen
Minister is someone who will be there when someone is hurting.

We have been a member of the Stephen Series international, non-
denominational network since 1989, and have trained forty-three
Stephen Ministers. Collectively, since 1989 our Stephen Ministers
have spent thousands of hours listening and caring for persons
going through grief, divorce, depression, loneliness, iliness,
hospitalization, and a host of other life’s trials. We are concerned
however, because despite the number of trained Stephen
Ministers, each one commits him/herself to two years of training
and service, so of course many of our trained S.M.s have retired or
moved away and we currently have only 7 active Stephen
Ministers. Anyone who would like to consider this rewarding, way
of providing “a cup of cold water” to someone in need, is
encouraged to call Carole Bard or Ginny Davis, our Stephen
Leaders, to learn more.

We continue to search for ways to bring more visibility to our
ministry in a variety of ways, so that everyone at Marquette First
United Methodist Church will think of our Stephen Ministers as
someone to call on or talk to in times of stress, upset or crisis—
whether the problem is large or small, long or short term.

Many of our Stephen Ministers are wearing their name badges on
Sunday mornings and making themselves available before or after
worship, in the sanctuary or around the building, Please tap one of
them on the shoulder and he or she will find a quiet corner to listen
and/or pray with you. Of course you can also call Pastor McCoy or
one of our Stephen Leaders, for a referral to an ongoing
relationship with a Stephen Minister—or just for a confidential ear

to listen for an hour or two.
(continued on page 13)

(continued from page 8)

May - Sharon Rice, Gail Koski, Dawn Wilder

June - Rosemary Michelin, Julie Dupras, Marisa Stone

July - Chris Swenor, Susan Morgan, Janet Ekstrum

August - United Methodist Men - Jim Matteson, coordinator
September - Heather Addison, Lisa Brogan, Lesley Addison
October - Deanna Dunn, Jamie Dunn, Katy Martin

November - UMW-Bobbie Clift, Mary Nell Burton, Rowena Jones
December - Nancy Pennell, Jennifer Salmi, Lorraine Laing
Multiple months - Susie Schulze, Shirley Smith, Carol Margrif

Please call Carol Margrif at 249-9975 with any questions, offers
to help, or RSVP for scheduled Jan. 5 meeting.

BIRTHDAY BASH TICKETS -will go on sale during fellowship
hour December 30, January 6 and 13. You may also buy them
in the office after January 6.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We welcomed three new members Mary Nell Burton, Patricia
Armstrong and Floyd Slotterback to First United Methodist
Church on December 9, 2007.
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CALENDAR INSERT

CALENDAR INSERT
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