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FIRST’S EPISTLE 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

111 E. Ridge Street, Marquette, Michigan 49855 
Phone (906) 225-1344  -  Fax (906) 225-8019   

e-mail:  fumc@fumcmarquette.org   -  www.fumcmarquette.org  
Pastor:  Rev. Steve McCoy 

Worship Times:  9:00 AM Traditional     11:15 AM New Day  

From Pastor Steve’s Desk….. 
 
Well September is here and for many it is back to the old routine.  As school is back in 
session, people are getting those last trips to camp in, and we see the leaves changing 
colors, there can be no doubt that autumn will soon be upon us. Here at FUMC we will 
begin our Sunday school classes and adult studies; committees and work areas will get 
back to regular meetings and the business of old routines will take hold.  There is 
something to be said for routines, they are familiar, they make us comfortable, we don’t 
have to think about doing them because they just happen.  I find myself at times longing for routine also.  
Some routines are good, and some routines can become bad habits for us as well.  The hard part is 
having the ability to identify the good from the not so good. 
 
I believe this will be a critical yet exciting year for our church.  We have many challenges facing us, from 
stewardship, to staffing to Sunday School, and everything in between.  We always seem to meet those 
challenges in creative ways.  But in this year, we will be examining our mission and purpose as a church.  
That might mean we need to break out of some of our old routines and habits, in order to better fulfill 
Gods mission for our church.  What those things are have not become fully known, but I believe that they 
will. 
 
All of us, including myself, must be willing to set aside our own routines and follow where God is leading. 
It may make us uncomfortable at times, and we may be anxious because we don’t necessarily know 
what lies ahead.  But we also know that God will lead us to the promise of fulfilling our call in this world.  
Let us celebrate our routines that make us strong, and embrace the new routines that God would have 
us do. 
 
 
Peace and Prayers 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Steve 
 
 
Check out the pastors corner at our website www.fumcmarquette.org and click on the pastor’s blog to 
see what Steve is thinking up this time. 
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SEPTEMBER SERMON SCHEDULE 
 

September 7       Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
                           Holy Communion 
Lections:                  Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14 
Gospel:                    Matthew 18:15-20 
Sermon:                   Summing Things Up            
 
          
September 14     Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
                           District Mission of the Year Offering  
Lections:                  Exodus 14:-19-31; Exodus 15: 1b-11, 20-21; 

Romans 14:1-12 
Gospel:                    Matthew 18:21-35 
Sermon:                   Forgiveness is Our Business 
 
 
September 21     Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost      
Lections:                  Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 78; Philippians 1:21-30  
Gospel:                    Matthew 20:1-16 
Sermon:                   From Marquette, MI to Chatham, IL to the World 
                                Summer Mission Trip Update 
 
 
September 28     Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost           

                     Stewardship Campaign Kick Off: One In Christ 
Lections:                  Exodus 17:1-7; Philippians 2:1-13;  
                                Galatians 3:28-29     
Gospel:                    Matthew 21: 23-32 
Sermon:                   All Are One 
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2      Mary Manning 
       Janis Pennell 
       Evie Schmidtman 
       Don Schultz 
4 Rick Orr 
5     Alanna McCowen 
       Ginny Neiger 
       Brenda Hershey 
7 Norm Gruber 
       James Huetter 
8 Deanna Dunn 
       John Lampman 
9 Becky Ohnmeiss 
        Grant Lobb 
       Mary Beth Rhodes 
10 Matthew Zappa 
12 Linda Hopper 
       Ryan McCoy 
13   Sarah Oysti 
       Ron Strong 
14 Mary Beth Reed 
       Francois Russell 
15 Kaye Holman 
       John Koski 
       Greg Lindstrom 
17 Carol Brogan 
       Herb Freeborn 
       Nancy Lutey 
       Betty Pangrazzi 
       Leslie Schmeling 
18   Bea Johnson 
       Phyllis Stien 
       Pattie Mercure 
19 Lisa Brogan 
       Frances Erickson 
       Leah LaCasse 
       Elise Wilcox 
20 Alexis Adams 
       Art Pennell 
        Ben Bohnsack 
21   April Kahl 
       Barb Kelly 
23   Rod Smith 
       Dawn Wilder 
24   Charles Warner         
25   Don Grisham              
27 Linda Dionne 
       Courtney Larson 
28   Scot Koski    
29 Bob Kahl 
       Fred Margrif 
       Emily Miller 
       Pat Virch 
30   Robert Hoerner 






5 Scott & Lisa Brogan  
              (10 years) 
 
6     Emmanuel & Tracy Feliz  
              (10 years) 
 
13   Walter & Ann Cook 
              (60 years) 
 
16   Donald & Mary Lou Tillison 
              (58 years) 
 
22 George & Patti Gross 
              (33 years) 

��������������

 
24 Robert & Marilyn Kahl 
              (20 years) 
 
       Warren & Edna Kelley 
              (59 years) 
 
 
25 Eric & Cassandra Saari 
              (4 years) 
 
        Robert & Diana Kinney 
              (9 years)
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
Sept. 1 & 5    Office Closed 
 
 
Sept. 7          Men’s Breakfast 
                      Rally Day 
 
 
Sept. 10        Community Meal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 15        World Service Guild 
 
 
Sept. 17        Tricades 
 
 
 
Sept. 18        UMW Potluck 
 
 
Sept. 28        Stewardship 
                      Campaign Kick Off 
                      One In Christ           
 
 
 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 
The office will also be closed Friday, August 29 thru 
Monday, September 1  for the Labor Day holiday.  The office 
will also be closed Friday, September 5.  
 
 
 
COLLEGE ADDRESSES 
Are you or someone in your family getting ready for college?  
Please remember to let the office know your college address 
so we can stay in touch.  Call or email Sandra (225-1344 or 
fumc@fumcmarquette.org).   
 
 
 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 
Mark your calendars.  Our church conference will be on 
Thursday, December 11.   If you are a committee chair, you 
will receive an email in the fall as to when reports will be due 
for the conference packet. 
 
 
 
GOLDEN CROSS SUNDAY THANK YOU 
We received two thank you letters from the UMRC Heritage 
Foundation and Methodist Children’s Home Society for our 
donation during Golden Cross Sunday.   The letters are 
available to read on the bulletin board by the social room. 
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 CHURCH  OFFICE HOURS: 
 

Monday - Thursday  8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(closed for lunch 12-1) 

 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

(closed in the afternoon) 
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EQUAL EXCHANGE -- Stock up Now! 
  

Economics 101   
Now is a good time to buy coffee and 
chocolate products as prices will be 
higher when we place our next order.  
 
Many familiar factors are involved in this 
increase. . .  
* increased demand for organic coffee and cocoa  
* speculators moving their money into 
           commodities  
* increased fuel costs mean increased shipping 
           costs  
* the falling value of the U.S. dollar abroad.  
 
The falling value of the dollar also affects our farm 
partners. Coffee and cocoa are traded in U.S. 
dollars, so the farmers urgently need higher prices 
to cover costs. And as the cocoa and chocolate 
are manufactured in Canada and Switzerland, the 
U.S. dollar pays for less than in past years. 
Although costs are rising, the Equal Exchange 
program is glad to support our farm partners with 
higher prices. 

FUMC MUSIC GROUPS 
 
 
Our FUMC music groups will begin 
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 3 . 
 
If you have not yet participated in one of these 
groups, please consider joining us in 
September.  Hearts on Fire, our praise band,  
leads in worship at 11:15 AM on Sundays and 
rehearses on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
 
The Sanctuary Choir rehearses at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and leads in the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service each Sunday.  
 
The Celebration Ringers handbell group 
rehearses on Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m. and 
leads in worship about once a month. 
 
Contact the church office (225-1344) 
for more information about any of these groups. 
Child care is provided during Hearts on Fire and 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals. 

 
RALLY DAY 
Rally Day will be on Sunday, September 7 .  This will begin our fall church school schedule for 
children, youth and adults.  Classes will begin at 10:15 AM.   Look to the bulletin announcements for 
further details. 
 
 
THIRD GRADE BIBLES 
We will be giving our incoming third graders their bibles during worship service on Sunday, 
September 7 .   If you have a third grader in your family, please contact the office to let us know 
which service you will be attending (225-1344). 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
We are looking for people to help teach Sunday School. Would you be willing to donate your time on 
Sunday mornings?   Curriculum and teacher guides are provided.   If you are interested, please call 
the church office (225-1344). 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
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TRICADES 
Wednesday, September 17 

 
 
Tricades will be guests at Carol and Fred Margrif's 
home (128 Tiimber Lane) on Wednesday, 
September 17 for a potluck lunch at 12:00 pm.  
They will furnish the beverages and place  
settings. Tricades is for anyone who is 55 and 
older, retired or will be retiring.  Please join us!  
Carol's program is titled 55 plus Games on Prince 
Edward Island and Coal Miners - Men of the Deep 
in Nova Scotia.  For reservations, please contact 
co-chairs Chuck and Judy Warner, 226 - 8065.  
 
 

 
 

WORLD SERVICE GUILD  
12th  ANNUAL REUNION 
Monday, September 15 

 
Join us a we gather for our annual get 
together at Perkins Restaurant on Monday, 
September 15, 2008 at 12:00 PM.  
 
We will renew friendships and get caught up 
on what is happening in our lives. 
 
Please RSVP by calling Judy Warner  
226 - 8065 or co-chair Mary Anderson at  
226 - 3847 by September 8. Please let us 
know if you need a ride.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

UMW Executive Board will meet in the parlor at 
4:15 PM on Thursday, September 18. 
 
 
The regular meeting for United Methodist 
Women will meet on Thursday, September 18 
beginning at 6:00 PM in the social room with a 
potluck.  Mary Nell Burton and Norma Matteson 
are the hostesses.  Grace UMW has been 
invited to join us.  Bring a dish to pass only, 
plates, etc. will be furnished.   
 
Carol Margrif will present the program 
"Education for Extinction" based on a class that 
she took at NMU about the American Indian and 
the Boarding School Experience. Discussion of 
"the haircut", "too much government gravy 
makes us lazy", Canada's historic apology on 
June 11, 2008, and the everyday life of the child 
and teacher should make this a fascinating and 
eye-opening topic.   
 
All ladies of the church are invited, so please 
come and get acquainted with us.   
~ Bobbie Clift, President 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 
The United Methodist Men’s group returns in 
September with their monthly breakfast! 
 
They will hold their men’s breakfast Sunday, 
September 6 at  7:30 AM in the social room.  
 
To learn more about the UMM or breakfast, 
please contact Bob Ross at 376-8086. 
 
All men of FUMC are welcome!! 
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Bobbie Clift, Parish Nurse                                             blclift@charter.net or 249-5210 or 361-2234�

 
We interrupt the articles on Domestic Violence to bring you this important news item on Diabetes.  
Tune in again next month for the continuation of the DV series. 
 
On Saturday, September 13, 2008 the U.P. Diabetes Outreach Network (UPDON) is sponsoring 
STEP UP FOR DIABETES, a fundraising walk.  Walkers making a minimum $20 donation will receive 
a Step Up t-shirt and the chance to win great prizes!  However, any amount of $ will be greatly 
appreciated.  There will also be FREE blood pressure and foot screenings available. 
 
The walk will begin at the Lower Harbor Park.  Walkers may loop around the park as many times as 
they wish or take the bike path out to Picnic Rocks and back.  Registration begins at 8:30 am and the 
walk kicks off at 9:00 am. 
 
Diabetes is a silent epidemic with catastrophic consequences if not controlled.  UPDON works 
diligently to educate the general public and supports the following programs: 
 
           Diabetes Kids Camp 
 
           Help for UP College students with diabetes 
 
           Big Brothers/Big Sisters for kids with diabetes (SWIM) 
 
           Exercise mentoring program for people with diabetes (Move More Yoopers) 
 
           Improved access to needed care and supplies 
 
           Healthcare Professional Education 
 
 
Organize a group of friends and enjoy a walk together as you STEP UP FOR DIABETES. 
 
For more information contact UPDON at 902-228-9203 or by email at www.diabetesinmichigan.org, 
choose the U.P. and View Portfolio. 

EXERCISE PROGRAM FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 
 

I have had a request from U.P Diabetes Outreach Network (UPDON). They are working in 
conjunction with the YMCA to see if there are any churches in Marquette County who would like an 
exercise program just for church members. The Y would come to the church and it would start in 
Fall/Winter. It would be free for anyone already a Y member, and a minimal charge for a  
non-member. Please contact me if you are interested or have questions.  
 
Bobbie Clift, PN: 249-5210 
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Please note that this is only as accurate as the information in the church office.  If you switch your time 
with someone else, please be sure to let Sandra know in the office. If you see areas that you would like 
to help with, please call the church office (225-1344).  
 

USHERS                                                                    LITURGISTS 
7         9:00 AM         Don Balmer, Leonard Barbeau                7         9:00 AM        Jim Matteson 
           11:15 AM       Natalie Zappa, Kathy Cox                                   11:15 AM      Bobbie Clift    
14      9:00 AM         Betty Pangrazzi, Judy Collins                  14       9:00 AM        Mariann Darden 
                                 Jimmy Hardy, Bill & Rosemary Michelin 
           11:15 AM        Cheryl Wurster, Deb McCoy                              11:15 AM      Bobbie Clift 
21       9:00 AM         Janet Ekstrum, Carol Margrif                   21       9:00 AM        Don Balmer 
           11:15 AM       Paul & Patty Martin                                             11:15 AM      Joe Martin 
28       9:00 AM         Darcy Rutkowski, Dave McCowen           28       9:00 AM        Jamie Dunn 
           11:15 AM       OPEN                                                                  11:15 AM      Jeff Marlowe 
            
            
FELLOWSHIP                                                                    ACOLYTE  -No schedule at time of print 
7         9:00 AM         Pat & Norm Gruber             
           11:15 AM       Kelly Ross 
14       9:00 AM         Janet Ekstrum & Ellen Zaki 
           11:15 AM       Mary Densmore or Bobbie Clift 
21       9:00 AM         Barb & Rob Jamros            
           11:15 AM       Patty Martin 
28       9:00 AM         Denise & Kent Koehn 
           11:15 AM       Jeff Marlowe 
                                                                  

 
POWERPOINT                                                           NURSERY –No schedule at time of print 
7         9:00 AM         Norma Matteson                 
           11:15 AM       Jeff Marlowe 
14       9:00 AM         Amanda Olsen                                          
           11:15 AM       Meagan Castro-Lopez 
21       9:00 AM         Kyle Ekstrum             
           11:15 AM       Maria Virch 
28       9:00 AM         Amanda Virch 
           11:15 AM       Joe Martin 
              
SOUND SYSTEM                  CHILDREN’S TIME              FLOWER CHART 
7  9:00 AM    Bob Ross                 7         Lesley Addison                   7        Don & Mary Lou Tillison 
14  9:00 AM  Joe Martin                No schedule at time of print           14       Kathy Cox 
21  9:00 AM  Jeff Marlowe                                                                  21       Chuck & Judy Warner         
28  9:00 AM  OPEN                                                                            28       Fred & Audrey Warren 
 
 
SANCTUARY PREP:  OPEN                            DUPRAS MEMORIAL:    Pat Virch 
 
COMMUNITY MEAL TEAM CAPTAIN:    Girl Scouts (Carol & Stan Wright) 

����������	����������
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Consider allowing a Stephen Minister to walk with you on your journey to wholeness. 
Call the church office (225-1344) or contact our Stephen Leaders, Ginny Davis & Carole Bard. 
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CAMP MICHIGAMME  
SENIOR/RETIRED RETREAT  

September 22-24 
 

We have a new retreat scheduled for this fall, and 
would like to invite our senior and/or retired 
friends to join us for a few days this fall,  
Sept. 22-24, Monday through Wednesday, at 
Camp Michigamme. Come and enjoy a time of 
rest and relaxation amidst the peak of fall color—
renew old friendships, and make some new 
friends as well! While most of the time there will 
be yours to use as you please, there will be times 
to come together to enjoy some music by the 
campfire or up in Hampton Chapel with Alan and 
Nancy Larsen and there will time each day to 
come together to share in a short devotion as 
well. The cost for this event is $72.00 and 
includes all meals. 

USHERING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
We are still in need of ushers for the fourth Sunday 
at the 11:15 New Day Worship If you are interested 
in helping out please contact Deb McCoy, Ushers 
Coordinator at 226-3683 or  
debbymc@chartermi.net 
 
 
 
 

PASSING THE OFFERING PLATE 
 
There are many ways to give. We all know that 
there are those who give to our church on a weekly 
basis, some monthly or even quarterly and other 
even give electronically. Regardless of how that 
happens please help our ushers to be able to better 
serve you by passing the plates to the end of the 
pew during the offering. It enables them to do their 
job more smoothly and who knows, you might meet 
someone new or even encourage them to consider 
what they are willing to give. Thanks for your help in 
supporting all of our ministries. 
 
--The Worship Committee 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the following couples on their 

nuptials this summer!  
 
 

July 18          Shandon Dupras &  
                     Donna Wells-Lackie 
 
 
August 1       Anja Koski & Ryan Hoffstrom 
 
 
August 10     Emily Pyle & Lucas LaVoy 
 
 
August 23     Sarah Kahl & Lucas Erickson 

PASTORS BIBLE STUDY  
TO BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 

 
Beginning on Monday, September 15,  
Rev. McCoy will be leading a Pastors Bible 
Study.  It will begin at 9:30AM in the parlor and 
will run every other week through Advent 
(Schedule subject to change).  
 
No need to RSVP just come in and join us on 
Monday mornings. 
 
If you have further questions please feel free to 
call the church 225-1344 or email Rev. McCoy 
at smccoy@fumcmarquette.org 
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SPOTLIGHT ON LAY LEADERSHIP 
 

The Lay Leadership Team’s primary job is to 
prayerfully identify people in the congregation 
who have the gifts for the various ministries 
within the church.  In so doing we identify where 
people may best serve through all of our 
committees work areas, and other ministries. 
Members are elected per the Book of Discipline, 
by the Annual Church Conference and serve for 
a period of no more than 3 years at a time.  Our 
membership is made up of people who are not 
only well connected with the people of the 
congregation, but also have a sense of mission 
and ministry for leadership in the church. Our 
current membership consists of: Lorna Addison, 
Don Balmer, Carole Bard, Julie Dupras, Barb 
Jamros, Kent Koehn, Nancy Pennell, Susie 
Schulze, and Hope Virch.  The pastor is the 
chairperson. 
 
The bulk of Lay Leadership’s work is done in the 
fall as we ask people to serve in those various 
ministries mentioned above in preparation for 
the new year.  This involves identifying needs of 
the ministries and work areas, and what persons 
have the calling to use their gifts in that area.  
This is not always an easy task but often we find 
that it takes time to find the person with the right 
gifts for the right ministry.  We also rely on the 
congregation to suggest persons who are willing 
to serve, and are always happy to receive 
recommendations. Discussions can be frank and 
are always confidential, but God’s spirit remains 
constant within those discussions. 
 
If you feel you possess these qualities perhaps, 
God is calling you to serve on Lay Leadership 
for the next year.  If you are interested, you can 
speak to Rev. McCoy or any one of the 
committee members. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDER FOR 
UPCOMING HARVEST ACTIVITIES ! 

 
A Harvest Country Store –   
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 from 10:00 AM to 
3:00PM.  Shopping to rival any place in Marquette 
County for high quality bake goods, and high quality 
hand crafted items, etc. 
 
 
A Harvest Celebration Dinner  –   
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 at 6:00PM 
A turkey dinner with all the trimmings and a silent 
auction 
 
Here is the update – at this writing quite a few 
people have expressed interest and support for 
these activities.  It’s time for all of us at First United 
Methodist to consider how we will give of our time 
and talents to this project…. so here are just some 
of the things that have been a hit at the store to jog 
your imagination: 
 
           Homemade bread, dinner rolls, sweet rolls, 
           cookies, pies, homemade candy , jams and 
           jellies– we will need lots of homemade bake 
           goods. 
 
           Crafts – Christmas  (any Holiday) ornaments, 
           Christmas cards, carvings, paintings, small 
           quilted items, knitted and crocheted items 
           (especially for babies), homemade wooden 
           children’s toys, weaving, fabric bags, 
           prepared gift baskets, puzzles 
 
           Treasure Table – (not a rummage sale) –
           something you have that could be happily 
           regifted. 
 
Keep watching for more information and 
opportunities to get involved in various aspects of 
these events.   Knowing that many of you will want 
to get on board now -  feel free to contact Marilyn 
Kahl (228-3037).   
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VBS THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to everyone that helped with Vacation Bible School— whether it was with 
your Time, Talent or Treasure! VBS was a great success!  We raised $159.17 for our 
mission “Nothing But Nets”.  This project is to purchase bed nets that have insecticide 
on them to protect the children of Africa and other countries with malaria problems.  
 
Thank you to the following crews: 
 
Campfire Snacks — Bobbie Clift, Mary Densmore, Lesley Addison 
 
Trek Guides —        Jamie Dunn, Maria Virch, Austin Dupras, Craig Ekstrum, Katie Lambert 
 
Campfire Songs—   Amanda Virch 
 
Sound System—      Luke Zappa 
 
Campfire Stories — Patty Martin, Fred Margrif, Shane Salmi 
 
Wilderness Crafts — Cheryl Gustafson, Joe Martin, Matt Walker,   Bill Virch (materials) 
 
Set Up/Take Down— Luke Zappa, Kelly Ross, Lisa Geller, Hope Virch, Andrew Virch, Maria Virch,      
          Meagan Castro-Lopez, Faith Ross, Loren Rotundo, Erik Salminen, Hailey LaCombe. 
 
Donations of Food/Supplies— Deanna Dunn, MaeBelle Erickson,    Nancy Lutey, Lesley Addison,  
          Jerry Cox, Mary Densmore, Debi Lobb, Deb McCoy, Hope Virch 
 
If I forgot anyone, please excuse me!  I am very thankful for all of you!  When you see someone who 
helped, please join me and tell them “Thank you”!   ~ Kathy Cox 

 
JOEL TEAM UPDATE 

 
"And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old 
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.” Joel 2:28 (NIV) 
 
 
The Joel Team began meeting early last spring and has been focusing on dreaming dreams and seeing 
visions of where God is leading us at First United Methodist.  We have been engaging in Bible study 
using the book of Acts. In this study we have been discovering what the nature and purpose of the 
church is all about, and identifying the strengths, areas for growth, and new visions for ministry. 
 
 
In the coming months you will be hearing more from the JOEL team and they will be listening as we 
together identify a common mission and purpose for our ministry at FUMC.  Watch for further updates as 
we together, work towards building our future together in Christ. 
 
 
JOEL Team Members: Bob Ross, Heather Addison, Bob Heyd, Joe Martin, Denise Koehn, Janell 
Larson, Suzi Clarke, Bill Williams, Daryl Davis, and Rev. Steve McCoy. 
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July Contributions    $ 13,383.00             YTD            $125,604.07 
July Other Income   $      785.00                                $    5,807.00 
Total                         $ 14,168.00                                $131,411.07 
July Budget              $ 20,316.75                                $142,217.25 
                                 $ - 6,148.75                                $- 10,806.18 

  
TREASURER’S SCHEDULE  
Monday & Wednesday mornings 

Susie’s email: fumctreasurer@fumcmarquette.org 
 

Update from the Finance Chair: 
 

July YTD Totals:      Income:                    $126,651.02 
                                 Expenditures:           $144,794.26 
                                 Deficit:                      $ -18,143.24 
 
This month, I would like to focus on the role of stewardship and a change in how we approach our 
“Stewardship Campaign”.  This year the Finance Committee would like to move us to a year around 
focus on stewardship, rather than just a fall drive aimed at developing the next year’s budget. After all 
stewardship is something that God continuously calls us, as His church, to implement on a daily basis 
with all of the gifts He has given to us.  We will still be having a fall fundraising drive in order to plan 
how we will fund the ministries of the church. We will still be asking you to prayerfully consider how 
you are being called to support the ministries of the church and then to make a commitment. This year 
the theme will be on celebrating our unity through the body and blood of Christ, and how this unites us 
in the common goals of ministry here at FUMC Marquette. Although we all have different gifts, it is by 
coming together in prayer and praise, that we become one body serving our risen Lord.  
 
How is God calling you to serve? What gifts of ministry has He blessed you with? How can we as a 
church be good stewards of God’s treasures?  How as the body of Christ can we spread His love to 
others? 
 

Your sister in Christ,  
Suzi Clarke 

 
 
 

“There is one body and one Spirit – just as you wer e called to one hope when you were 
called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.”     Ephesians 4:4-6 
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